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The Qur’an of Abu al-Hasan Zangi b.
Muhammad al-Jishumi or Aba Nu‘aym
al-Bayhagi: Studying a2 Qur’an from the Sixth/
Twelfth Century in the Astin-e Quds Library
and its Separate Part in the Chester Beatty
Library

By: Morteza Karimi-Nia

Abstract: Because of a note at its end, MS
Is1435 in Chester Beatty library is known
among Western scholars as “the Qur’an of Aba
Nu‘aym al-Bayhaqi.” Those who have examined
this manuscript or its images have considered
al-Bayhaq as the scribe who copied the text in
Muharram 592 /Dec. 1196. However, this man-
uscript is in fact one part (sub) of a seven-part
Qur’an, the other parts of which have been kept
in the Astin-e Quds Razavi Library in Mash-
had. The entire Qur’an, with its seven parts,
was donated by Abu al-Hasan Zangi (Zanki) b.
Muhammad b. Al al-Jishumi to the Shrine of
Imam al-Rida in Mashahd in Ramadan 561/
July 1166. Studying these manuscripts shows
that Abt Nu‘aym Ahmad b. Hamza al-Bayhaqi,
a less known Shiite scholar, wrote a short note
(consisting of Imam Alf’s prayer for complet-
ing the recitation of the Qur’an) at the end of
the fourth part, while he was in Mashhad in
592/1196, but he is not the Qur'an’s copyist.

In addition to its utility for understanding the
history of copying and illuminating manuscripts
in the Seljuk period, this Qur'an provides us
with important information on the orthography
of the Qur'an and the type of readings that

was common in Khorasan in the sixth/twelfth
century.

Key words: Orthography and the Qur'an in the
Sixth Century; Seljuk Qur’ans; Abu al-Hasan
Zangi b. Muhammad b. Ali al-Jishumi; Aba
Nu‘aym Ahmad b. Hamza al-Bayhaqi; Fatima
Siti bint Ali b. al-Hasan al-Jishumi; History of
Bayhaq; Chester Beatty Library, MS Is1435;
Astin-e Quds Library, Abi ‘Amr’s Reading,
Donating the Qur’ans to the Shrine of Imam
al-Rida, Mubaqqaqq Handwriting.
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15. Arthur J. Arberry, The Koran Illuminated, p16: David James, Qurans and Bindings, p. 36.
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