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Inquiry about “History of Ismaili Jurispru-
dence”
Hamid Reza Tamadon

Abstract: Just as the lack of resources on the
history of Ithn@’ashari Shiite jurisprudence
makes it difficult to research and write about

it, so does the history of Ismaili jurisprudence
suffer from such a lack. Even more, speaking
about Ismaili jurisprudence and its history with
regard to their secret activities, especially before
Fatimid rule is more difficult, in a way that this
has led to the fact that the Ismailis are some-
times accused of disregarding the jurisprudence
and appearances of the Shari’a, which of course
is not true of all the Ismaili sects (apparently
only the Nizari are so).

Professor Mohammad Vaezzadeh Khurasani is
one of those who have paid attention to this
issue and with a historical perspective that he
learned from his professor, Ayatollah Borou-
jerdi, chose the subject of his presentation at
the Sixth Iranian Research Congress held in
Tabriz in 1975 as “relationship between Shiite
jurisprudence And Ismaili jurisprudence.

In this article, the author, using the manu-
scripts of Professor Vaezzadeh, presents a report
on his research and makes some points about
the book Da2’im al-Islam and Qadi Nu'man,
which he hopes will open the door to research
in this field.

Keywords: History of Jurisprudence, Shiite
Jurisprudence, Ismaili Jurisprudence, Dad’im
al-Islam and Qadi Nu'man
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